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Equine Spinal Anatomy

e Horses have seven (7) cervical vertebrae, eighteen (18) thoracic, five (5) or six (6)
lumbar, five (5) sacral and eighteen (18) coccygeal vertebrae

¢ The tall spinous processes of the first few thoracic vertebrae form the withers

¢ Arabian horses have five (5), rather than the common six (6) lumbar vertebrae

e The Arabian horses also will usually have seventeen (17) rather than eighteen (18)
pairs of ribs

e Arabian horses may also have occipital atlanto-axial malformation where C1 is fused
to the occiput

¢ If this anomaly exists they may demonstrate anywhere from no signs to mild
incoordination or severe paralysis of both front or rear legs

AWG Ideas

¢ If you have any ideas for content or want to be more involved with the Animal
Working Group, please reach out to Linda Hoffman ceconvention@pennchiro.org or
Dr. Gray drgraydc@gmail.com

Disclaimer. All content, including text, images, or other formats were created for informational purposes only and do not serve as medical advice nor should
be relied upon as such. The content is general information for PCA Members only and is NOT intended to be a substitute for professional medical advice,
diagnosis, or treatment. The statements and information have not necessarily been evaluated by the Food and Drug Administration. Professional medical

advice and consultation should never be disregarded nor should seeking it be delayed because of this information. The Pennsylvania Chiropractic Association
expressly disclaims to any person or entity for any liability, loss or damage caused or alleged to be caused directly or indirectly as a result of the use,
application or interpretation of any information provided herein. Chiropractors should seek a legal opinion from an attorney for interpretation of
Pennsylvania laws and regulations including scope of practice.




